Recommendations suggested By H&K

SITUATION ANALYSIS 

Human Rights Abuses


Constitutional Reform


The Criminal Justice System


The roles of the National Security Service, the Police and Correctional Guards


Religious freedom


Suggested reforms for the Majlis under Constitutional Reform
This is the list of observations that we were given in regards to the Majlis:

1 Office of the speaker may be a full time office and its occupancy may not be serving Cabinet Minister. 


2 A distinction between Civil Service and Parliamentary service may be created.
 

3 Departmentally related Standing Committees may be introduced. 


4 Question hour may be introduced. 


5 Calling attention may be introduced. 


6 Rules of business may be adopted by the Majlis itself. 


7 A strategic relationship with the media may be established 


8 Members allowances may be increased and expanded. 


9 Members immunity may be realigned. 


10 People from public, private and educational sectors may be invited to view debate and committee work. 


11 Youth or student Parliaments may be initiated 


12 More commission and committee work may be assigned to the Majlis 


13 More consultation with the Majlis may be stated on matters related to debt and ratification. 


14 Public and state owned companies may be made accountable before the Majlis 


15 All Parliamentary involvement may be had in respect of the budgetary process 


16 A law and Parliamentary Affairs Ministry may be introduced.


The Agency believes that the recent announcement relating to the development of an independent commission on Human Rights on behalf of the Maldives Government is a positive step forward.  It is essential however that:





There is a clear and transparent mandate given to the commission with regards to its future reporting schedule. This mandate must include specific objectives and benchmarks, and must be prepared to be audited by third parties (eg. Amnesty International) albeit at the invitation of the President/Government;�


The Commission should play a key role in responding to the individual cases outlined by Amnesty International and others�


There must be a clear and comprehensive communications structure developed to support the commission. The development of the commission must be brought to the attention of all stakeholders and future findings/initiatives should be widely publicised.





The Agency believes that it is in this area that some of the most important areas of reform, especially with regards to international perceptions, need to take place.





The Agency recommends that:





That there must be a comprehensive reformation of the single candidate Presidential election system, with the adoption of a multi-candidate process being introduced;�


That there must be a comprehensive reform of the Maldivian constitution to the extent whereby any political party can operate with complete freedom;�


That the role of the Majlis must be reviewed to the extent that is given more independence with greater powers of scrutiny; and �


The office of an independent ombudsman should be introduced to investigate accusations of wrongdoing on the part of Majlis and Ministers.











The Agency is encouraged by reports of codifying procedural law and this should be brought forward at the earliest opportunity.  It further recommends that:





The President must remove himself completely and permanently from any direct or indirect control or influence with regards to the Criminal Justice System, and that this position must be open to review/audit at any time by third party agencies.�


End the practice of flogging�


Encourage the newly appointed Human Rights Commission to review the practice of banishment;











The Agency recommends:





That there must be a clear separation of duties and responsibilities assigned to the both the National Security Service and the Police Force, and that recruits entering these bodies be trained solely for the role for which they will ultimately fulfil;�


This separation of duties must be comprehensively communicated to both domestic and international audiences, even to the extent whereby they are visibly different with regards to there operational style and the way they look;�


There is an urgent need to review the role and competencies of the current Correctional Guard, to the extent whereby Correctional Guards in the future have a much greater degree of experience, training (including human rights awareness) and professionalism. 





The Agency would recommend:





That the Maldivian Government move as a matter of urgency towards a society and constituency whereby there is complete religious freedom.





However, given our conversations we regrettably acknowledge that such a move is unlikely to take place and that there would be significant resistance in so doing.  Therefore we put forward the following de minimus recommendations:





Remove the warnings on boarding cards and replace with a notifications that private worship is permitted (in any event these will only be seen by foreigners);�


Take steps to make clear to diplomatic channels and holiday tour groups and reps that private worship of other religions is permitted; and





Encourage authorities to turn a blind eye to incidences of Maldivians worshipping other faiths in private – be it individual or group worship.








